
Local first responders to get a boost
Fire departments and EMS squads that serve 
our townships and boroughs are on tap to 
receive state grants totaling almost $145,000!

The grants still require completed grant 
agreements from the units, but the funding 
through the Fire and Emergency Medical 
Services Grant Program provides a crucial 
lifeline to the selfless folks who sacrifice so 
much to protect our lives and properties.

Grants can be used toward repairing, building or renovating facilities. 
The money also can be applied toward the purchase of new equipment, 
training and certification of staff, or it may go to repay debt related to 
equipment purchases or facility building and maintenance.

Local units on target to receive grants include:
 Reserve Volunteer Fire Dept., $27,975;
 Ross West View EMS Authority, $7,448;
 Ross West View Fire Co., $15,000;
 Seneca Area Emergency Services, $7,448;
 Sharpsburg Volunteer Fire Dept., $12,616;
 Aspinwall Volunteer Fire Dept., $14,417;
 Cherry City Volunteer Fire Co., $14,410;
 Etna Volunteer Fire Department, $15,000;
 Millvale Volunteer Fire Dept., $13,902; and
 Berkeley Hills Fire Co., $15,000.

Our fire departments and emergency service providers often spend 
countless hours fundraising to ensure their equipment and training are 
up to date so they can help keep us safe. In addition to this financial 
help from the state, it is vital for our local first responders to also receive 
support from all of us who live and work in the communities they protect.

My office can help you with:
n	 Car registrations, special tags, handicap placards, titles 

and driver’s license applications
n	 Information on financial assistance for higher education 
n	 Assistance in obtaining and completing state forms of all 

kinds
n	 Voter registration and absentee ballot applications
n	 Unemployment compensation, disability and workers’ 

compensation
n	 Birth and death certificates
n	 Problems with the Department of Public Welfare (food 

stamps, medical and income assistance)
n	 Pennsylvania income tax questions or problems
n	 Requests for literature of all kinds – bills, regulations, 

statutes, Pennsylvania maps, senior citizen information
n	 Problems or questions about the state lottery

n	 Citations from the Pennsylvania House of Representatives 
for outstanding accomplishments and family milestones

n	 Complaints or questions about utilities and the Public 
Utility Commission 

n	 Complaints and problems with insurance companies
n	 Renewal of state-issued licenses or certifications
n	 Property tax/rent rebate problems or questions
n	 PACE cards for senior citizens
n	 Consumer complaints
n	 Liquor Control Board concerns or questions
n	 Tours of the state Capitol for individuals or groups
n	 Information about federal, state and local government 

agencies
Any problem with state government!
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Dear friends and neighbors,

On Jan. 3, I took the oath of office to begin my fifth term as your 
state representative. I couldn’t be prouder of the 21st Legislative 
District and all of the work we have accomplished since the very 
first time I took the oath of office eight years ago.

Our achievements are a product of a great deal of teamwork. I’d 
like to thank everyone, including my constituents, my staff, and 
all of the local public officials and their staffs, who have worked 
so diligently with me to accomplish our goals. 

I look forward to continuing the momentum and getting more 
great things done!

Sincerely, 

Dom Costa
21st Legislative District

STAY CONNECTED
I host many free events through the year that 
offer valuable information and services. Be 
sure to stay connected to receive information 
on upcoming events and state programs and 
services that may be helpful to you, your 
family and friends. 

www.pahouse.com/DCosta

Sign up for email alerts at

Follow me

facebook.com/RepDomCosta

@RepDomCosta

Capitol Office: 217 Irvis Office Bldg. • P.O. Box 202021 • Harrisburg, PA 17120-2021 • (717) 783-9114
District Office:  6808 Greenwood St., Suite 2 • Pittsburgh, PA 15206 • (412) 361-2040

(at the corner of Morningside Ave. and Greenwood St.)
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INSIDE:
 Help for our first responders
 Fighting to end animal cruelty
 Is money owed to you?

Officer Down alert system 
wins unanimous House 
support
Costa encouraged by swift action

I am urging Senate passage of my bill that would create the 
Officer Down system. It would do for an at-large suspect in 
an assault on a law enforcement officer what the Amber Alert 
system does for a kidnapping victim –use media broadcasts 
and messaging signs along highways to help locate the 
vehicle and individual.

I am encouraged by the fact that the House of Representatives 
passed this bill, H.B. 31, in early February. The next step is 
passage by the Senate before it can be signed into law. 

This bill would provide a tremendous tool to aid in the 
apprehension of those suspected of causing serious injury or 
death to a law enforcement officer.

HOW IT WOULD WORK: 

Under the measure, Pennsylvania State Police would establish 
and maintain the PA Officer Down Advisory. Here is what 
would activate the Officer Down alert system: 
 A law enforcement officer is killed or seriously injured by 

an offender;
 The offender poses a serious risk or threat to the public 

and other law enforcement;
 The offender’s vehicle, vehicle tag or partial tag is 

available for broadcast; and
 The law enforcement agency recommends activation of 

the system.

ALCOSAN news:  
Need some help paying your 
sewage treatment bill?
This program could benefit area customers: 
ALCOSAN has created the Clean Water 
Assistance fund to help its customers pay 
their sewage treatment bills. The fund is 
available to homeowners and renters who 
have accounts in their own name. Eligibility 
is based on family income limits set by the 
federal government. 

Recipients will receive $30 every three 
months in the form of a credit that will be 
applied to their account by the agency that 
bills for sewage treatment services.

Please contact my office to apply or to see if 
you qualify.

Call or visit my website for household 
income guidelines, or visit Dollar Energy’s 
income calculator website at dollarenergy.
org.

Unclaimed property:  
Does the commonwealth 
have something that belongs 
to you?
The state is currently holding $2.3 billion 
in unclaimed property. The intent of the 
Pennsylvania Treasurer’s Office unclaimed 
property program is to return that property 
to its rightful owners. Property can range 
from inactive savings or checking accounts, 
expired gift cards, lost stocks and bonds, 
contents of a safe deposit box, a final 
paycheck from a former job, or an inactive 
retirement account. 

Let us help! You can find out if any 
unclaimed property belongs to you by 
attending one of my following events: 

Wednesday, June 21 
10 a.m. - 1 p.m.  

Ross Township Community Center 
1000 Ross Municipal Dr., Pittsburgh, 15237 

Thursday, June 22 
9 a.m. - 4 p.m.  

My district office:  
6808 Greenwood St., Suite 2 

Pittsburgh, 15206

If you have any questions about either 
event, please feel free to call my office at 
412-361-2040.

FREE Property Tax/Rent Rebate 
assistance available!
My staff is available to help you 
apply for the state’s popular 
Property Tax/Rent Rebate 
Program.

The rebate program benefits 
eligible Pennsylvanians 65 or 
older, widows and widowers 50 or 
older, and people with disabilities 
18 or older. The income limit is 
$35,000 a year for homeowners 
and $15,000 annually for renters. 
Half of Social Security income 
is excluded and the maximum 
standard rebate is $650.

Please contact my staff at 412-361-
2040 to make an appointment and 
to confirm what you will need to 
bring with you to apply. 

Here to serve you
Your needs are our needs, and my staff and I pride ourselves on being 
attentive to your needs, concerns and requests.

Feel free to call my district office for help with any state-related issue you 
might have.

6808 Greenwood St., Suite 2 
Pittsburgh, 15206  
P:  (412) 361-2040 
F:  (412) 361-2043 
Hours of Operation - 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. M-F 

Ross Township Community Center – Computer Room 
1000 Ross Municipal Drive 
Ross Township, 15237  
Hours of Operation - *Open every Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

*Please call ahead so staff can tell you what information to bring so they 
may better assist you.



Recycling: ‘Thank You’ for doing 
your part!
A big thank you goes 
out to all of the folks 
who showed up to 
shred and recycle paper 
to help protect our 
environment at my two 
shredding events last 
year. Combined, over 
15,000 pounds of paper 
were collected at the 
events and recycled after 
shredding.  

Shredding is a great way 
to dispose of documents 
in an environmentally 
friendly way while also 
protecting your identity 
from fraud. Thanks for 
your help in protecting 
the environment!

Animal cruelty  
bill, Angel’s Law,  
is reintroduced
To coincide with the start of a new 
legislative session, I have reintroduced my 
anti-animal cruelty bill, known as Angel’s 
Law (H.B. 308). 

Specifically, my legislation increases the 
grading for various animal cruelty offenses 
under Pennsylvania law. Currently, the 
overwhelming majority of first-time offenses 
are categorized as summary offenses. My 
legislation would increase the penalties for 
these actions to third-degree misdemeanors. 
In addition, my legislation would also 
increase the penalties for individuals who 
commit second or subsequent acts of 
animal cruelty.

To add another layer to this issue, a number 
of studies have concluded that individuals 
who commit acts of animal cruelty 
have a higher likelihood of committing 
domestic violence, as well as other acts 
of violence against individuals. As such, 
these individuals not only commit cruel 
and inhumane acts against animals, but 
they also pose a threat to our communities. 
Therefore, I believe we need to ensure 
that we have sufficient penalties in place 
to adequately punish these individuals 
committing these acts of animal cruelty.

Please use your voice for those who can’t 
and support this renewed attempt to get this 
signed into law. 

Re-elected as Allegheny County 
Delegation chairman

On Nov. 8, 2016 I was re-elected to serve as your state representative. Then, 
on Nov. 15, 2016 my fellow Allegheny County representatives re-elected me to 
serve as chairman of our group, a.k.a delegation, for the 2017-18 term. 

It’s a pleasure and honor to lead an outstanding group of men and women who 
serve the region with great commitment and purpose. We plan to continue to 
work hard to reflect all of our constituents’ needs and interests in the districts 
and in Harrisburg. 

We’re anxious to get to work on the people’s priorities for the 2017-18 session. 

Rep. Costa and fellow Allegheny County state representatives take the 
oath of office for the 2017-18 legislative session. 

  It’s a pleasure and honor to lead an outstanding group 
of men and women.
“

”

Annual Job Fair a success!
On Friday, March 24, job seekers and companies in and around the Pittsburgh area alike joined me at the Ross Township 
Community Center for my annual Job Fair. 

I believe we had a record turnout this year and I am extremely grateful to everyone who helped make it such a success!

If you were unable to attend and have questions about the companies at the event, or if you did attend and have follow-up 
questions for my staff, please call my office at 412-361-2040.

A ‘Fond Farewell’ and a 
‘Big Welcome’
Earlier this year, we bid farewell to long-time 
staff member Jenifer Boehm. I would like to 
personally acknowledge Jen’s seven years of 
service, and all the hard work she did on behalf 
of my office. Jen, from all of us, you will be 
missed and we wish you all the best!

#ThrowbackThursday Rep. Costa and Jen 
welcome constituents to his Consumer Fair 
on Thursday, Sept. 1, 2011. 

Please officially help me welcome Stephanie 
Metzger! She is the newest member of my 
staff, and I hope you can meet her the 
next time you stop in my district office. 
Stephanie is ready to assist you with all of 
your state-related questions and concerns 
and is eager to help you.

ETNA BASEBALL FIELD 
TRANSFORMS FOR KID’S 

SAFETY FAIR

My annual Kid’s Safety Fair was once again a great time and learning 
experience for local children and families. 

The event, held at the Dougherty Veterans’ Baseball Field, had many 
representatives from emergency services to various government 
and local agencies on hand with information, activities and 
demonstrations to teach 
the children safety in 
various aspects of life, 
such as fire safety, bike 
safety and car safety. 

Some of the most fun 
was had by exploring 
emergency service 
vehicles and meeting 
local mascots.

Did you know? Each 10,000 pounds of paper that 
are shredded and recycled translates into saving  
85 trees and 35,000 gallons of water. 

Mark your calendar for next 
shredding day
The next shredding event I am hosting will be from 9 a.m. – 11 a.m. 
on Saturday, May 20, at the St. Raphael School Parking Lot, 1154 
Chislett St., Pittsburgh.

Protect your identity and bring any personal documents containing 
Social Security numbers, credit card numbers and bank account 
numbers to be shredded on site.

There is a five-box (of average size) limit. Boxes and containers will be 
given back to attendees. No business shredding will be accepted 
at this event.

The recycler cannot accept phone books, spiral notebooks, binders, 
floppy discs, CD/DVDs, bound books or magazines, steel binder clips, 
steel ACCO fasteners and other hard metal or plastic materials.

They cannot operate the mobile shredding equipment in the rain due to 
the risk of damage. If there is wet weather on the day of the scheduled 
event, the recycler will determine whether or not the equipment can be 
operated. If it is raining on the day of the event, you can call my 
office at 412-361-2040 and listen to a voicemail to find out if the 
event still will be taking place.

All paper will be shredded on site.

Annual Senior Fair: 2016 
another great one!
My annual 
senior fair at the 
Ross Township 
Community Center 
in September was 
heavily attended 
by area seniors 
and continues to 
be a pleasure to 
hold. It is such a 
great opportunity 
for seniors to find 
out about benefits 
for which they may 
qualify. I am always 
impressed with the 
people who come 
together to share 
valuable information 
about their services 
for seniors. The 
agencies included the 
Pennsylvania Mobile 
Veterans Outreach 
Van, the state Office of 
Consumer Advocate, 
Social Security Administration, the Aging Institute 
of UPMC, Port Authority, Better Business Bureau, 
different utility companies, health care agencies, home 
and assisted-care agencies, and many, many more.

Paying tribute to fallen 
police officers
At a ceremony held in Harrisburg, I honored the 
memory of fallen Pennsylvania police officers. 

As a retired police officer and former Chief of Police 
for the city of Pittsburgh, I can tell you this annual 
memorial service moves me at my core. 

We in law enforcement, and in the legislature, will not 
forget our loved ones who gave the ultimate sacrifice. 
We need to keep police officers who have lost their 
lives always in our thoughts and prayers.

Around the time of the ceremony, the House adopted 
a resolution naming 
the week of May 11 
through 17, 2016, 
as “National Police 
Week” and May 
15, 2016, as “Police 
Officers’ Memorial 
Day” in Pennsylvania.
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The money also can be applied toward the purchase of new equipment, 
training and certification of staff, or it may go to repay debt related to 
equipment purchases or facility building and maintenance.

Local units on target to receive grants include:
 Reserve Volunteer Fire Dept., $27,975;
 Ross West View EMS Authority, $7,448;
 Ross West View Fire Co., $15,000;
 Seneca Area Emergency Services, $7,448;
 Sharpsburg Volunteer Fire Dept., $12,616;
 Aspinwall Volunteer Fire Dept., $14,417;
 Cherry City Volunteer Fire Co., $14,410;
 Etna Volunteer Fire Department, $15,000;
 Millvale Volunteer Fire Dept., $13,902; and
 Berkeley Hills Fire Co., $15,000.

Our fire departments and emergency service providers often spend 
countless hours fundraising to ensure their equipment and training are 
up to date so they can help keep us safe. In addition to this financial 
help from the state, it is vital for our local first responders to also receive 
support from all of us who live and work in the communities they protect.

My office can help you with:
n	 Car registrations, special tags, handicap placards, titles 

and driver’s license applications
n	 Information on financial assistance for higher education 
n	 Assistance in obtaining and completing state forms of all 

kinds
n	 Voter registration and absentee ballot applications
n	 Unemployment compensation, disability and workers’ 

compensation
n	 Birth and death certificates
n	 Problems with the Department of Public Welfare (food 

stamps, medical and income assistance)
n	 Pennsylvania income tax questions or problems
n	 Requests for literature of all kinds – bills, regulations, 

statutes, Pennsylvania maps, senior citizen information
n	 Problems or questions about the state lottery

n	 Citations from the Pennsylvania House of Representatives 
for outstanding accomplishments and family milestones

n	 Complaints or questions about utilities and the Public 
Utility Commission 

n	 Complaints and problems with insurance companies
n	 Renewal of state-issued licenses or certifications
n	 Property tax/rent rebate problems or questions
n	 PACE cards for senior citizens
n	 Consumer complaints
n	 Liquor Control Board concerns or questions
n	 Tours of the state Capitol for individuals or groups
n	 Information about federal, state and local government 

agencies
Any problem with state government!

lpo.kl.0417

Dear friends and neighbors,

On Jan. 3, I took the oath of office to begin my fifth term as your 
state representative. I couldn’t be prouder of the 21st Legislative 
District and all of the work we have accomplished since the very 
first time I took the oath of office eight years ago.

Our achievements are a product of a great deal of teamwork. I’d 
like to thank everyone, including my constituents, my staff, and 
all of the local public officials and their staffs, who have worked 
so diligently with me to accomplish our goals. 

I look forward to continuing the momentum and getting more 
great things done!

Sincerely, 

Dom Costa
21st Legislative District

STAY CONNECTED
I host many free events through the year that 
offer valuable information and services. Be 
sure to stay connected to receive information 
on upcoming events and state programs and 
services that may be helpful to you, your 
family and friends. 

www.pahouse.com/DCosta

Sign up for email alerts at

Follow me

facebook.com/RepDomCosta

@RepDomCosta

Capitol Office: 217 Irvis Office Bldg. • P.O. Box 202021 • Harrisburg, PA 17120-2021 • (717) 783-9114
District Office:  6808 Greenwood St., Suite 2 • Pittsburgh, PA 15206 • (412) 361-2040
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INSIDE:
 Help for our first responders
 Fighting to end animal cruelty
 Is money owed to you?

Officer Down alert system 
wins unanimous House 
support
Costa encouraged by swift action

I am urging Senate passage of my bill that would create the 
Officer Down system. It would do for an at-large suspect in 
an assault on a law enforcement officer what the Amber Alert 
system does for a kidnapping victim –use media broadcasts 
and messaging signs along highways to help locate the 
vehicle and individual.

I am encouraged by the fact that the House of Representatives 
passed this bill, H.B. 31, in early February. The next step is 
passage by the Senate before it can be signed into law. 

This bill would provide a tremendous tool to aid in the 
apprehension of those suspected of causing serious injury or 
death to a law enforcement officer.

HOW IT WOULD WORK: 

Under the measure, Pennsylvania State Police would establish 
and maintain the PA Officer Down Advisory. Here is what 
would activate the Officer Down alert system: 
 A law enforcement officer is killed or seriously injured by 

an offender;
 The offender poses a serious risk or threat to the public 

and other law enforcement;
 The offender’s vehicle, vehicle tag or partial tag is 

available for broadcast; and
 The law enforcement agency recommends activation of 

the system.

ALCOSAN news:  
Need some help paying your 
sewage treatment bill?
This program could benefit area customers: 
ALCOSAN has created the Clean Water 
Assistance fund to help its customers pay 
their sewage treatment bills. The fund is 
available to homeowners and renters who 
have accounts in their own name. Eligibility 
is based on family income limits set by the 
federal government. 

Recipients will receive $30 every three 
months in the form of a credit that will be 
applied to their account by the agency that 
bills for sewage treatment services.

Please contact my office to apply or to see if 
you qualify.

Call or visit my website for household 
income guidelines, or visit Dollar Energy’s 
income calculator website at dollarenergy.
org.

Unclaimed property:  
Does the commonwealth 
have something that belongs 
to you?
The state is currently holding $2.3 billion 
in unclaimed property. The intent of the 
Pennsylvania Treasurer’s Office unclaimed 
property program is to return that property 
to its rightful owners. Property can range 
from inactive savings or checking accounts, 
expired gift cards, lost stocks and bonds, 
contents of a safe deposit box, a final 
paycheck from a former job, or an inactive 
retirement account. 

Let us help! You can find out if any 
unclaimed property belongs to you by 
attending one of my following events: 

Wednesday, June 21 
10 a.m. - 1 p.m.  

Ross Township Community Center 
1000 Ross Municipal Dr., Pittsburgh, 15237 

Thursday, June 22 
9 a.m. - 4 p.m.  

My district office:  
6808 Greenwood St., Suite 2 

Pittsburgh, 15206

If you have any questions about either 
event, please feel free to call my office at 
412-361-2040.

FREE Property Tax/Rent Rebate 
assistance available!
My staff is available to help you 
apply for the state’s popular 
Property Tax/Rent Rebate 
Program.

The rebate program benefits 
eligible Pennsylvanians 65 or 
older, widows and widowers 50 or 
older, and people with disabilities 
18 or older. The income limit is 
$35,000 a year for homeowners 
and $15,000 annually for renters. 
Half of Social Security income 
is excluded and the maximum 
standard rebate is $650.

Please contact my staff at 412-361-
2040 to make an appointment and 
to confirm what you will need to 
bring with you to apply. 

Here to serve you
Your needs are our needs, and my staff and I pride ourselves on being 
attentive to your needs, concerns and requests.

Feel free to call my district office for help with any state-related issue you 
might have.

6808 Greenwood St., Suite 2 
Pittsburgh, 15206  
P:  (412) 361-2040 
F:  (412) 361-2043 
Hours of Operation - 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. M-F 

Ross Township Community Center – Computer Room 
1000 Ross Municipal Drive 
Ross Township, 15237  
Hours of Operation - *Open every Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

*Please call ahead so staff can tell you what information to bring so they 
may better assist you.
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